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Historic shipwrecks 
looming off  

the ocean bottom in  
the cobalt-blue water.   
Hundreds of square miles 
of healthy hard coral 
reefs crowned by swaying 
soft corals, gorgonians 
and sea fans.  Narrow, 
meandering lanes cutting  
through the limestone,  
lined with stone walls  
overgrown by lush 
tropical foliage.  Long  
strands of perfect pink 
sand beaches surrounded 
by  rough-hewn rocky 

points.  Small boats 
rocking in the shallow 
harbours.  Classic 
Bermudian architecture 
of white-washed, 
stepped roofs reaching  
to the sky.  Quaint  
pubs and dining spots  
serving up a classic 
menu of Bermudian 
and British fare.  
Superb resorts both 
large and small, all 
with that essential 
personal touch.  The 
pervasive evening 
concert of peeping 

tree frogs.  Polit e 
and friendly 
faces offering 
warm exchanges 
everywhere you 
turn, this in an 
atmosphere 
of elegant 
gentility and 
the opportunit y 
for loads of fun 
and relaxation.  
This is our 
Bermuda 
- come share it 
with us!

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

Bermuda is an unusual 
and rare commodity, a  
sub-tropical island group  
nestled in the mid-north 
Atlantic. Situated  about  
650 miles directly east 
of North Carolina, the 
® sh-hook shaped chain 
of seven primary islands 
(along with over a 
hundred smaller islands) is 
a coral structure crowning 
the peak of an extensive 
seamount rising out of 
the deep Atlantic.

History, Mystery, Wrecks & Reefs
Entice your sense of adventure on the historical wrecks of The Shipwreck Capital of the Atlantic. 

Soothe your soul on the sea-fringed pink sand beaches. Indulge yourself in the elegant and exciting 
surroundings.  Satisfaction comes to those who seek it.
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stopping off point in  
transit between Europe 
and the Americas.  It 
served as a place to 
relax, replenish provisions 
and to trade goods. But  
the reefs surrounding 
Bermuda presented a 
challenge... and danger! 
Leaping unexpectedly 
up out of the deep blue, 
these reefs have caught 
many a vessel unaware 
and the evidence of 
these doomed ships is 
found everywhere.

More than 300 wrecks 
spanning ® ve centuries, 
have been documented  
around the island, 
beginning with the wreck  
of the Sea Venture in 
1609.  Bermuda is the 
undisputed shipwreck  
capital of the Atlantic  
and this is the siren song 
for many visiting divers. 
Currently, some two 
dozen of the ® nest wrecks 
are on the standard roster 
for divers with others  
available on request.

U nderwater, 
Bermuda owes 

its marine environment 
and tropical nature to  
the Gulf Stream, that 
massive oceanic current 
sweeping up the east   
coast of South America, 
 ̄o wing north through 
the Straits of Florida and 
bordering the islands of 
Bermuda. This rich, warm 
water creates Bermuda's 
tropical environment,  

allowing the growth of  
extensive hard coral reefs 
populated with tropical  
® sh and invertebrate  
species seldom found this 
far north in the Atlantic.

For early, adventuresome 
seafarers from the 16th 
century on, Bermuda 
presented the ideal  
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Cathedral

More than 300 wrecks spanning 
five centuries, have been 

documented around the island

Reef near the Mary Celestia



kayaking, sailing or 
snorkeling.  Care 
for a round of golf  
or a game of tennis?  
Bermuda has some of 
the ® nest courses and 
courts around.  For indoor 
activities, a visit to the  

Bermuda Maritime 
Museum, the Bermuda 
Underwater Exploration 
Institute or the Ber muda 
Aquarium, Museum & 
Zoo is a must.  In the 
evening enjoy the basic 
camaraderie and music 
found at many 
late-night gathering  
spots.  If it is basic 
relaxation you desire, 
simply get yourself to  the 
beach for a good dose of 
sun, sand and the smell of 
the sea.  It is your choice.

But, while Bermuda 
does boast the 

greatest abundance of  
natural shipwrecks in the 
Atlantic,  it would be 
a mistake for divers to 
ignore the potential of  
this massive reef system.  
There are well over 200 
square miles of reef, 

and not only  ̄at reefs  
but blue holes, spur and 
groove ravines, caverns 
and swim-throughs 
waiting to be explored.   
The vast majority of 

diving is done in shallow 
waters, seldom deeper 
than 60 feet, making it  
an ideal environment  
for every level of diver.  
The summer, when 
waters warm to 80 
degrees Fahrenheit 
plus, is the most 
popular time but  
given proper wet 

suits, diving is excellent 
year-round.

Topside, Bermuda 
sparkles with a culture 
and warmth reminiscent 
of the Caribbean, dressed 

up with rich British cultur e 
and a sense of re® nement 
rarely found in the  
islands.  In the summer, 
standard business wear 
for men is the famous 
Bermuda shorts, knee 
socks, jacket, dress 

shirt and tie.  
For visitors, a 
pair of shorts, 
tennis shoes or 
 ̄i p-  ̄ops and a  
t-shirt will do 
just ® ne.  

Bermuda 
offers a broad 

selection of post-dive  
activities.  Feeling 
energetic?  Try bicycling 
around the island to get  
a truly intimate view of 
life.  Prefer being on the  
water?  Do some ® shing, 

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

Lionfish on the Lartington

Sunset at Grotto Bay

Topside, Bermuda sparkles 
with a culture and warmth 
reminiscent of the Caribbean



S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

Direct ¯ ights to Bermuda take anywhere from 
1.5 to 2.5 hours from most gateway cities on the 
North American eastern seaboard, and less than 
7 hours when  ̄ying from London.

Mary Celestia
Hermes

I n Bermuda you will  
experience the best  

of the best on every level.   

Create your own reality 
on our island, where the 
history of exploration, 

the beauty of the ocean 
and the pleasures of 
contemporary life mingle  

together to create the  
magic that is Bermuda.

Did You Know?
 *   In 1503, Spanish sea captain Juan de Berm"dez spots the 

uninhabited islands that will later bear his name. 
*   Bermudian families trace their roots around the globe,  

including the Azores, Great Britain, Madeira Islands, 
North America, Portugal and the West Indies.  

*   Our island is an Overseas Territory of the United Kingdo m. 
*   Our time zone is Greenwich Mean Time minus 4 hours, or 

one hour ahead of New York City. 
*   All of Bermuda ® ts in a cosy 20.7 square miles with 75 miles 

of dramatic coastline. 
*   Our pink sand beaches are a result of naturally crushed 

shells of tiny crustaceans called foraminerfera mixed with a 
pinkish-purple coralline algae. 

*   May - October temperatur es hover between 75# F - 85# F 
with winter temperatures averaging a balmy 70# F. 

*   The Bermuda dollar, while more colourful, equals the US 
dollar in value and the two are accepted interchangeably . 

*   Bermuda's famous ® sh chowder paired with a Dark `n 
Stormy beverage could be considered our  signature 
culinary treat. 

*   As of the time of printing, from the p roposed date of 
December 31, 2006, all U.S. citizens returning to the  
United States will need a valid U.S. Passport. 



 Blanche King 

A 192-foot classic American 
wooden schooner launched 
in 1887 and ran into the reef in 
1920.  Wreck includes bronze 
spikes, anchor winch, mast 
rigging and deadeyes.

Caraquet 

A 350-foot British mail-and-
passenger steamer hit the reef 
in 1923 and now sits in 30 feet 
of water.  Wreckage includes 
the ship's anchor attached to 
the colossal anchor winch, 
massive boilers, a steam en-
gine and steel masts.

Darlington  

This 286-foot steel-hulled 
freighter  made a navigation-
al error and sank in 1881 en 
route from New Orleans to 
Bremen. It lies in 20-35 feet of 
water. Steam boilers, propel-
ler shaft and deck winches 
highlight the dive.

Hermes 

Built in 1943, this former U.S. 
Navy buoy tender was sunk 
as an arti® cial reef in 1984.  
Fully intact, it sits upright in 
the sand at 80 feet with its 
mast, wheelhouse, cargo 
hold and deck winch available 
for exploration.

Constellation 

This four-masted-wooden-
hulled, 192-foot American 
schooner served as a cargo 
vessel in World War II. It fell 
victim to the reef in 1943 and 
sank in 30 feet of water with 
cement sacks, 700 cases of 
Scotch whisky and thousands 
of glass ampules.

Cristobal Colon 

At 499 feet, this Spanish trans-
Atlantic luxury liner, Bermuda's 
largest shipwreck, went down 
in 1936. Resting in 20-55 feet 
of water, hundreds of relics re-
main including boilers, steam 
turbines and propellers.

Iristo (Aristo)  

This 250-foot Norwegian 
freighter  followed the  Cris-
tobol Colon  onto the reef in 
1937.  It now sits in 50 feet of 
water with its stearn 20 feet 
below the surface.

The Kate 

A 200-foot Brigantine rigged, 
English-built iron steamer, 
she was en route to Le Havre, 
France when she struck a reef 
in 1878. Today she sits in 45 
feet of water, with her boilers,  
engine, propeller shaft and 
deck winches still visible.

Bermuda Shipwrecks
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Lartington  
A 245-foot steel freighter trav-
elling from Savannah, Geor-
gia to Russia with a cargo of 
cotton sank in a storm in 1879.  
It rests in 15-35 feet of water 
with boilers, bow and stern 
and propeller still visible.

L'H erminie

 This French 60-gun three-
masted wooden-hulled war-
ship was returning home after 
battle in Mexico and crashed 
into the reef in 1838.  Dozens 
of giant 9-foot-long cannons 
remain scattered on the ocean 
 ̄o or in 25-30 feet of water.

Madiana 

This 345-foot steel hulled 
passenger ship operating 
under the Canadian  ̄ag ran 
aground in 1903 while making 
a planned stop in Bermuda. 
She lies in 25-30 feet of water 
southwest of North Rock.

Mary Celestia 
Built in England, this 225-foot 
side-paddlewheel steamer 
served as a Confederate 
blockade runner during 
America's Civil War. It hit the 
reef and sank in 1864 and 
now rests in 55 feet of water 
with one of its coral-encrust-
ed paddlewheels standing  
upright. 

Pollockshields 

This 323-foot British supply 
ship was carrying ammunition 
from Wales to Bermuda to 
support the garrison when it 
ran into the reef in 1915.  Its 
wreckage sits in 15-30 feet 
and includes two boilers, 
an enormous engine and 
large propeller.

Rita Zovetta

 A 1924 hurricane brought this 
360-foot Italian cargo ship to 
rest in 20-70 feet of water.  This 
huge ship is semipenetrable.

Minnie Breslauer 

This 300-foot steel-hulled 
English freighter was on its 
maiden voyage from Portu-
gal to New York with a cargo 
of wine, dried fruit and cork 
when it sank in 1873. Rest-
ing in 35-70 feet of water, its 
remains include the ship's 
propeller , steam boilers          
and wheelhouse.

Montana 
A 236-foot side-paddlewheel 
steamer, this Civil War block-
ade runner sank in 1863. It is 
encrusted with soft and hard 
corals and lies in 30 feet with 
its boilers and paddle-
wheel intact.

North Carolina 

This 205-foot English iron-
hulled barque struck the reef 
in 1880 on New Year's Day. It 
sits upright in 25-40 feet of 
water with its bowsprit, sail rig-
ging and deadeyes in place.

Pelinaion 
When it sank in 1940, this 385-
foot steel-hulled fr eighter was 
travelling from West Africa to 
Baltimore carrying iron ore. 
In 55 feet of water, its giant 
boiler and engine stand up-
right and come within 10 feet 
of the surface.

Taunton  
This 228-foot Danish steamer 
was en route from Norfolk, 
Virginia, with her cargo of coal 
and ran into the reef and sank 
in 1920.  In 10-40 feet of water 
are its bow, triple-expansion 
engine and boilers.

Xing Da 

The U.S. Coast Guard seized 
this 221-foot Cantonese 
freighter  in 1996 while at-
tempting to smuggle 83 Chi-
nese nationals into the U.S. It 
was sunk in 1997 as an arti® -
cial reef. The wreck is home to 
larger species of marine life.

Shipwreck Certi® cates

Come to Bermuda, dive our best wrecks and you'll 
earn our Bermuda Shipwreck Certi® cates Ð mementos 
of your diving experiences.   Select Bermuda 
dive operators, in cooperation with the Ber muda 
Department of Tourism, are offering ± absolutely free 
± a set of 20 artistically designed certi® cates printed on 
parchment paper, suitable for framing.  Each certi® cate 
documents your dive and provides a brief history of the  
wreck.  Start with one and collect them all!

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N



 9 Beaches is Bermuda's only ultra-casual resort.  

Bring your  ̄ip- ̄ops!  No coat & tie required her e.  

Relax in a chic ocean-view cabana and enjoy 

the best water sports in all Bermuda and nearby 

access to Bermuda's best diving.

Luxury Live-Aboard diving featuring the widest 

selection of wrecks in Bermuda. With only 

six guests on board you will be pampered by 

the captain, gourmet chef, dive master and 

stewardess.  Five-day charter, all-inclusive price.

800-328-2288 · sales@caradonna.com
www.caradonna.com/9beaches

 Dive the Shipwreck Capital of the Atlantic

Collect all 20 Shipwreck Certi® cates

Explore historical villages and museums

Discover the coastlines of pink sand beaches

Luxuriate and dine in stunning resorts 

Dive packages starting at $925

 PADI 5-Star IDC facility and Bermuda's longest-

running dive operation. Prime locations with the 

best access to Bermuda's exciting wrecks and 

pristine reefs. Year-round diving, three custom 

dive boats, three locations with DPVs, guided 

shore dives and hotel/dive packages.

 441-234-1034 · somerset@cwbda.bm 
www.divebermuda.com

Luxury Live-Aboard diving featuring the widest 

selection of wrecks in Bermuda. With only six 

guests on board you will be pampered by the 

captain, gourmet chef, dive master and stewardess.  

Five-day charter, all-inclusive price.

M.Y. BERMUDA IV

441-232-7000 · info@bermudaiv.com 
www.bermudaiv.com

800-328-2288 · sales@caradonna.com 
www.caradonna.com

·  1 - 8 0 0 - B E R M U D A  ·  W W W . B E R M U D AT O U R I S M . C O M

 

P
ho

to
: G

ra
ha

m
 O

ut
er

br
id

ge

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N


